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Landmark Oil & Gas Litigation Against City of Boulder Settles
Wells Family to be paid $35,000

BOULDER, CO, September 23, 2022 – The City of Boulder has agreed to pay John and Valorie Wells
$35,000 to settle their lawsuit over the city's multi-year ban on oil and gas development. The Wellses alleged
that the City’s ban had functionally taken their property (mineral rights they owned in the City) without the
compensation required by the Constitution.Advance Colorado represented the Wellses in their suit.

The property that was in dispute lies just west of the Boulder Reservoir, in an undeveloped area mostly within
city limits. John Wells secured the mineral rights for the property in 1981. The Wellses will retain their mineral
rights under the settlement and can pursue oil and gas development if they wish.

Dan Burrows, Advance Colorado’s legal director, was the lead attorney for the Wells family throughout the
litigation. “This settlement isn’t just a great victory for the Wells Family, but it’s a victory for rule of law and the
Constitution,” said Burrows in announcing the settlement. “Now the Wells family can be made whole for the
unjustified actions the City of Boulder took in their irrational battle against property rights.”

All the way back in June 2013, Boulder instituted what was supposed to be a temporary moratorium on oil and
gas development, with the idea that it would allow the City to reassess its oil and gas permitting rules. But the
City kept that supposedly temporary moratorium for more than eight years, banning all oil and gas
development in the City and preventing property owners like the Wells from using their property for its intended
purpose.

After the Wellses filed this suit, the City of Boulder relented, lifting its ban and approving new regulations that
allowed for oil and gas development. “We won this lawsuit when the City lifted its ban,” said John Wells. “We’re
happy to have achieved a victory for property owners in Colorado. The money to compensate for our losses is
just icing on the cake.”
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